
25 Adelaide Street East, Suite 1100 
Toronto, Ontario M5C 3A1 

Tel: 416-203-2746 
Toll Free:  1-877-557-2746 

www.pgo.ca 
info@pgo.ca 

29 October 2020 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) 
Environmental Policy Branch 
40 St Clair Avenue West, Floor 10 
Toronto, ON M4V1M2 

Attention: Brent Taylor  
waterpolicy@ontario.ca 

Subject: Proposal to require municipal support for new or increased bottled water takings - ERO 
Notice# 019-2422 

The Professional Geoscientists Ontario (PGO) was established to protect the public and the natural 
environment by regulating geoscience practice in Ontario. This mandate is our top priority and we appreciate 
the opportunity to provide input on the above-noted proposal. In the past, the PGO has been pleased to work 
with the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks on a number of policy areas and topics including 
brownfields, excess soil, water-taking permits, water resources protection, and others.  

With respect to the proposed amendments contained in the above-referenced ERO notice, PGO is concerned 
that bottled water takings may not be judged consistently on technical grounds. As we understand the 
proposed amendments, before a water bottling company were to apply for a permit to take water (PTTW) 
from the MECP, the company would be required to seek a municipal council resolution from the local host 
municipality either supporting or objecting to the proposed water taking. In our view, it should be a 
prerequisite that the host municipality provide supporting scientific grounds for objecting to or supporting 
any water bottling project. Moreover, we feel that as the authority with the mandate for issuing PTTW, 
technical review and approval of PTTW, applications should remain the sole responsibility of the MECP and 
its staff, which includes the involvement of qualified professionals (QPs). 

PGO looks forward to our continued relationship and kindly requests the opportunity to provide additional 
input should these proposed amendments change. 

Sincerely, 

Scott McLean, P.Geo. Ron Ormson, P.Geo. 
President Chair, Environmental Geoscience Subcommittee 

cc. MECP - Leo Luong, Manager, Policy
PGO - Tony Andrews – CEO
PGO - Marilen Miguel – Director, Stakeholder Relations
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